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1.

Are you worried about President Eisenhower 1 s visit to Japan?
Do you support his visit to the country!
I am concerned .

The trip was planned at another time

and in other world circumstances far more conducive to goodwill visits .
Nevertheless) I do support the President's going if that
is his decision.

If there seems to be an inconsistency in the two

responses) I would point out to you that under our Constitutional system7
the President has the responsibility for conducting our foreign policies .
Members of the Senate may express their views freely but the final
decision is the President's to make .

If he decides to go) despite ex-

pressions of concern such as mine and others) then national unity requires
that his decision be supported by all .

2.

What do you think of the attitude of the Kishi Cabinet?
What do you think about demonstrations of opposition groups?
I do not think it would be appropriate for me to comment

on the attitude of a friendly and independent government) particularly
at a time like this when it is obviously having serious difficulties
at home .
As a general principle) I believe absolutely in the right
to petition peacefully as fundamental to democracy.

I stress the word

peacefully equally with the phrase the right to petition .
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3· How do you think American-Japanese relations will develop from now on?
I do not know but, certainly, I would hope that they will
develop into a stronger relationship for the preservation of the peace
of both nations and for their common progress.

I would hope that the

President's planned visit would be understood in connection with that
question.

The visit is directed to all the people of Japan and is solely

an expression of our sincere desire for friendship with them.

It cannot

be and should not be associated with any specific or immediate problem of
Japanese-American relations and most certainly not with any particular
internal political problem of Japan.
will be understood in that fashion.

I would hope that his visit to Japan
If it is not, it will not contribute

to the long-range development of peaceful and equal relations which are
clearly in the interests of both nations.

4. If you have any other criticisms or opinion, please say so.
Apart from the questions involved in both countries in
ratifying the Japanese-American treaty, I would express the opinion that
the proposed treaty is a great improvement over the present treaty.
am sure it is not precisely what all Japanese want.
what all Americans want.

~ut,

I

It is not precisely

in my opinion, the treaty appears to fit

well into existing conditions in the world and it is subject, in any
event, to change as conditions change.

I would hope that the Japanese
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people understand the proposed treaty in the same fashion as I do .
At any rate, I would hope that they will consider it on its own merits,
apart from other questions which may involve their own government,
goodwill visits and so forth .

..

of MAINICHI newspaper, one of Japan s eading papers,
called re: they would like you to
answer, briefly & simply, four
major questions. She will call
tomorrow.
The qu e stions are attached.

..

llniteb ~tates ~enate
MEMORANDUM
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and in other world circumstances far more conducive to goodwill visits.
Nevertheless, I do support the President's going if that
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If there seems to be an inconsistency in the two

responses, I would point out to you that under our Constitutional system,
the President has the responsibility for conducting our foreign policies.
Members of the Senate may express their views freely but the final
decision is the President's to make.

If he decides to go, despite ex-
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that his decision be supported by all.
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at home.
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3· How do you think American-Japanese relations will develop from now on?
I do not know but, certainly, I would hope that they will
develop into a stronger relationship for the preservation of the peace
of both nations and for their common progress.
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President's planned visit would be understood in connection with that
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The visit is directed to all the people of Japan and is solely

an expression of our sincere desire for friendship with them.

It cannot

be and should not be associated with any specific or immediate problem of
Japanese-American relations and most certainly not with any particular
internal political problem of Japan.
will be understood in that fashion.

I would hope that his visit to Japan
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If it is not, it will not contribute

to the long-range development of peaceful and equal relations which are
clearly in the interests of both nations.

4. If you have any other criticisms or opinion, please say so.
Apart from the questions involved in both countries in
ratifying the Japanese-American treaty, I would express the opinion t hat
the proposed treaty is a great improvement over the present treaty.
am sure it is not precisely what all Japanese want.
what all Americans want.
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in my opinion, the treaty appears to fit

well into existing conditions in the world and it is subject, in any
event, to change as conditions change.

I would hope that the Japanese
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people understand the proposed treaty in the same fashion as I do.

At any rate, I would hope that they will consider it on its own merits,
apart from other questions which may involve their own government,
goodwill visits and so forth.
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I can't seEJ/\that anyone should be surprised.

The possibility

of this sort of thing happening has been evident for a long ttme,
particularly since the U-2 incident.

It led some of us in the Senate

to express our concern over the President's goodwill visit some time
ag/

tA!concern which is shared by all Americans regardless of party.

To be concerned is not to be fearful.

To be concerned is to recognize

the credits and liabilities in the situation.

I am still concerned

because the visit was planned at another time and in other circumstances
more conducive to a goodWill visit.

~ut

if the President thinks he ought

to go, that is his decision and we will support it to the hilt.
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